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Ten Mile Congregation. 
Odiu., Pa., J;,u. 19, 1885:— 
For tome time after others ol 
like precious taith had been at 
tided With the visitations ot ei 
polling committees, we, of the 
Ten Mile Congregation, had en- 
joyed a blissful immunity from 
the discord, strife, and un right 
eons expulsions which have, all 
ever the brotherhood, followed 
in the wnko of mandatory legis 
lation. We were horrified and 
■hocked to learn that in other 
less highly favored communities 
the spirit ot selfishness and in 
tolerance had so deadened and 
blinded the better instincts and 
promptings of men that churches 
solemnly dedicated to the ser 
vice of God, had by unhallowed 
bauds been bolted and locked 
against the embassadors of 
Christ. That such a state of 
things would, tit tio distant day, 
exist with us, we were too chari- 
table even to suspect. Our con 
gregatior, it is true, bad divided 
u'poa the question of fealty to 
Annual Meeting mandates ; but 
M our congregation was small 
and had within its bounds two 
church bouses, we who disavow 
4<i allegianoa to Annual Meeting 
bad no desire to dispossess those 
of our brethren, who honestly, 
disagreed with us upon this ques- 
tion of the church property 
which was theirs as well as ours. 
Neither were we willing to pre 
vent them from assembling to 
engage in God's service, nor 
would we dare to hinder them 
in their attempt to accomplish 
some good in the Master's cause. 
Thinking that possibly they 
would be actuated by the same 
motives, we did not believe 
that thi same intolerant 
measures would be om ployed 
bere that had beeu resorted to 
elsewhere. But we were not 
permitted long to enjoy that 
blessing tor which we sometimes 
retarn thanks : "That we may 
worship God under our own 
vine and tig tree, where none 
dare molest or make us afraid.'* 
We have been molested. The 
disgraceful scenes ot other places 
have been re enacted bere. A 
year er more ago one of tbe 
meeting houses was locked 
against brethren ministers. The 
other boose we used, as did also 
the German Baptists, occasion- 
ally. It, too, daring brother 
Brown's visit herein November, 
began to show signs of a similar 
trouble. Wishing the matter 
adjusted, by some way in which 
oar rights would not be wholly 
disregarded, it was proposed that 
a joint church meeting be held 
at which it would be decided by 
vets whether or not we would be 
allowed to hold service* in one 
•f the two houses. The prelimi- 
naries all having been arranged 
— specifying that both German 
Baptists and Brethren should be 
allowed a voice in the matter, — 
wbieb ww certainly just, as both 
claiiasdau interest in the prop- 


erty — the meeting was accord 
ingly held. Bro. Henry Wise, 
of Cameron, W. Va., ww pres- 
ent and nobly defended tbe cause 
of the Brethren, claiming that 
we have not apostatized from 
the faith as held by tbe ancient 
Brethren church, questioning 
the authority by which aninspir 
ed men etact obedience to their 
own dogmas under penalty ot 
expulsion and in every way la- 
boring for tbe just recognition ot 
our rights. To all this Elder 
Johnson, the presiding officer, 
replied at great length, placing 
himself in the same unenviable 
light as those temperance men 
who claim that they are in favor 
ot the Maine law but opposed to 
its enforcement, by saying that 
while he was in favor of tbe 
mandatory clause in its harshest 
expression, he was not in favor 
of compelling obedience to An 
uual Meeting decisions, in bis 
own congregation, on matters of 
dress. After some time thus 
spent in discussion, a vote was 
called for upon the question 
which we had met to consider, 
but as the motion was made by 
a "progressive," Elder Johnson 
refused to consider it ; claiming, 
in direct opposition to the agree- 
ment I referred to above, that 
the "progressives" were not en- 
titled to a participation in tbe 
business of the meeting. The 
same motion then being made by 
one of his members, he could not 
ret nse to accept it. He then de- 
cided that no absent members 
should be permitted to vote by 
proxy — another violation ot a 
previous agreement. His ruling 
on this being called in question, 
he pretended to take tbe voice 
of the church — asking those who 
were in tavor of keeping his for 
mer promise to permit absent 
members to vote by proxy, to 
rise. Too many having voted 
in the affirmative, he refused to 
pat the negative of the question; 
but, after having made a speech, 
he put the affirmative again with 
the same result. Tbe same thing 
was repeated, but the people 
feeling that tbe presiding officer 
would not permit tbe voice of 
tbe church to be heard, refused 
to vote a third time. Then tbe 
main question was called for, 
and Johnson having learned that 
a majority ot his members were 
willing that we should use the 
house, was a long time in com- 
mencing to make preparations to 
get ready to take the voice of 
the church. In laot he did not 
get ready at all. He absolutely 
refussd to put the question, and 
as a consequence, we are yet de 
pendent upon our Methodist 
friends tor a bouse in which we 
bold religious services twice a 
mouth. J. M. Tom ba un ii. 


Daniel Webster was once ask 
ed, "What is the most important 
thongbt that ever entered your 
mind ?" After a moment's re- 
flection he seriously replied, 
"The most important thought I 
ever had, was that of my person 
al responsibility to God." And 
to every one it is equally import- 
ant, in its bearings on character 
and conduct here, and destiny 
hereafter ! 


The Duty of Ministers to Each 
Other. 

Ministers are engaged in a 
very important and difficult 
work ; no other calling can com- 
pare with it. All true ministers 
are divinely called to the same 
work ; the same in every essen- 
tial feature. Their hopes and 
fears, their aids and obstacles, 
their trials and triumphs are 
one. Why, then, should they 
hinder each other's work ? God 
forbid that they do this ! Their 
sympathy for each should be 
holy, deep and abiding. They 
sbould rejoice' in each other's 
success, and lament in each oth 
er's detest. In their treatment 
ol one another there should ever 
be telt and displayed the truest 
kindnesB, the most generous con- 
cern, the purest affection. No 
envy of a brother minister's tal- 
ent, requirements, or popularity 
should tor a moment be indulged 
in. Never, without ait urgent 
reason, should they utter a dis- 
paraging word of one another, 
the sneer, the innuendo, the be- 
littleitig word should never be 
heard. Never should they throw 
a straw in each others's way. 

Of that sort of work the devil 
and worldly professors will do 
enough. Ministers should- be 
helpers of each other's joys. They 
should labor together with God, 
They should "love one another 
with a pure heart fervently." 
The world should see that Oos- 
permfit titers, at least, "dwell to- 
gether in unity." Such a heav 
euly spectacle would go tar to- 
ward convincing the oulooking 
world ot the divinity of Chris- 
tianity. Much mtttuul and cor 
dial fellowship and co-operation 
would mightily comfort each 
other's hearts, and greatly 
strengthen each other's bauds. 
Would to heaven that such a 
state ot things wece far more 
common among the professed 
ministers of Christ. Would that 
all words ot misrepresentation 
and detraction, and all under 
mining acts, might cease forever ! 
How will such things appear in 
the Judgment day ? How do 
they now grieve the Holy Spirit, 
and work the defeat of tbe Gos- 
pel and the ruin of souls ! Come, 
brethren, let us draw near to 
God, and to one another. Let 
us get so much of the Holy Ghost 
that we can't help loving, cheer- 
ing, and strengthening each oth- 
er in our high and holy calling. 
— Zios'a Wati'iimax. 
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Misquotations from Scripture. 

"God tempers the wind to tbe 
shorn lamb." From Sterne's 
Sentimental Journey to Italy. 
Compare Isaiah 27 : 8. 

"In the midst of life we are in 
death." From the burial service; 
and this originally from a hymn 
of Luther. 

"Bread and wine wbicb tbe 
Lord hath commanded to be re- 
ceived." — From the English cat- 
echism. 

"Not to be wise above what is 
written." Not in Scripture. 

"That the Spirit would go 
from heart to heart,. as oil from 
vessel to vessel." Not in Scrip- 
tire. 

"The merciful man is merciful 


to his beast." The scriptural 
form in, "A righteous man re 
gardetli the lite of bis beast." 
Prov. 12 : 10. 

"A nation shall be born in a 
day." In Isaiah it read*, "Shall 
a nation be born at once ''■" tiikrt. 

"As an iron sharpeneth iron, 
so doth a nian the countenance 
of bis friend." "Iron sharpetieth 
iron ; so a man sharpeneth the 
countenance of nis friend." Prov, 
27 : 17. 

"That he who runs may read." 
"That he may run that read- 
eth." Ileb. 2 : 2. 

"Owe no man anything but 
love." "Owe no man anything 
but to love one another," — Koiu. 
13:8. 

"Prone to sin as the sparks fly 
upward." "Born to trouble as 
the sparks fly upward." Job. 
5: 7. 

"Exalted to heaven in point ot 
privilege." Not in 1 be Uible. 

Eve was not Adam's helpmate, 
but a help, meet for him ; nor 
was Absalom's hair of which h«» 
was so proud, the instrument ol 
hie destruction ; his head, and 
uot the hair upon it, having been 
caught in the boughs ot the tree 
8 Sum. 18:9.— SBi,. 

it. Kent. 

It is worse than u mistiike to 
put fll' needed repairs in 
churches, parsonages, or any 
other buildings where "a stitch 
i it time saves nine." A shabby, 
dilapidated church, with sur- 
roundings indicative of i an ■!.-■■■ - 
iiess and neglect, is h repnmeh 
to any people. Is your church 
neat, clean, couilortable, invit- 
ing, without unit within? It 
will uot cost much to give it a 
restoring, beau ti lying touch bere 
and there. If there is any room 
outside, be Bure tu have some ol 
God's beautiful trees, grass und 
flowers to glorify the piace. 
Give the women and the chil- 
dren a hint and an incentive in 
these directions, slid you will be 
pleased with the result. Is your 
church {-tad's houxf? Then it is 
a shame (o ueglect it, anil un 
honor to keep it as tor-Uim und 
not for men. — Er, 

Many a man has lost bis life 
through his effort to save it. He 
has beeu killed by jumping trom 
a runaway team; or he has been 
drowned in trying to escape from 
a sinking ship; when if he had 
kept his place he might have 
kept his life. One of the moat 
common ways of Hying from one 
danger iu'.o another is that of 
the man on a double-track rail- 
road, who, seeing a train ap- 
proaching him, steps directly in 
front of an unobserved train, 
coming from tbe opposite direc- 
tion ou the parallel track where 
he seeks a refuge. Dangers are 
manitold, and safety cau be se- 
cured only by looking on all 
sides and by guarding at every 
point. There are doable tracks 
on the road of many of the liv- 
ing issues in doctrine and mor- 
als to-day: All form and no 
form; all reason and no reason; 
all faith and no faith; all works 
and no works; all science and 
no science. He who jumps 
from before an approaching train 
on any of these tracks, should 
see to it that ho doesn't jump 
directly in front of a train com- 
ing on a parallel track from tbe 
opposite direction. 


Spirit m| {rejection. 

The greatest source ot Rpirit- 
ual depression to which a Chris- 
tian ever subjects hiniself.resulta 
Irom a diseased inspection of 
mind and heart in the act of 
communion with God. >d I ex- 
amination is proper in its | lace ; 
but then when it drives its from 
the only remedy for spiritual de- 
jection it has been most mani- 
festly perverted. Almost every 
act of devotion, is necessarily 
objective, a loukingAut of our- 
selves. Faith is the very act of 
self abnegation, as it looks to 
Christ. I'rayer looks up to the 
hearer of prayer. Joy respects 
the great provisions ot mercy. 
I'rai-c "gloritieth God," Isaac 
Taylor somewhere says, that 
"there are certain animosities of 
piety who destroy all the fresh 
nessof faith, and hope, and char- 
ity, by immuring themselves 
night and day, in tbe in feci ed at- 
mospheres of their own bosoms." 
Andrew Fuller never found re- 
lict from Mac deepest spiritual 
giooru tor hie church a* well as 
for himself, until he directed his 
zeal to foreign missions. "The 
whole of the Lord's prayer is full 
of outflowing i bought," said u 
good man, No Christian " was 
ever comforted by looking into 
his own heart. Spiritual com- 
fort can only come by looking 
out ot ami beyond ourselves. 
When a Christian feels depres- 
sed, he has only to go and do 
good to some destitute and af- 
flicted saint. The joy he creates 
in another heart will n-Hct npmi 
his own, i. till he will build up his 
own happiness by making others 
happy. And in ourdevotious 
we often (nil of obtaining relief 
for the want, of a peue' rating 
necessity of the need of super- 
natural aid. We say our pray- 
ers. There is not the outgoing 
of our desires to God so essential 
to acceptable prayer. "The ef- 
fectual, fervent prayer of a right- 
eous man avuileth much." The 
languid, careless prayer avails — 
nothing. All solid comfort comes 
from what Christ is tu it j , not 
what we are to Christ. Aa we 
become less, Christ becomes 
great ; and tbe whole work of 
tuiih is — to humble self and ex- 
alt the Kedeemer. So that when 
the t.eliever feels that he is "less 
than tbe least ot all saints," then 
it is that Christ is all and in all 
— the centre and circumference 
of every thought and desire of 
his heart,— ski,. 

• 4 • a. * — 

He ie a Christain : Then he is 
benevolent. He feeds the bun 
gry, clothes the naked, ministers 
to lbs sick. Human distresses 
touch his heart and open his 
hand. The spiritual maladies ot 
'mankind excite his commisera- 
tion, and to relieve and remove 
them hie influence and property 
will be cheerfully contributed. 
"Freely ye have received; freely 
give." "Whoso hath this world's 
goods, and seetb bis brother 
have need, and Bhutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, 
howdwelleth tbe love ofUod in 
him f 

— . al a aa . i — 

The Christian lite is a life that 
has a dtonble reward. There is 
comfort in this life and endless 
happiness in tbe other. 


a. 


